












































































































55
IINCLASS]F]ED, COMMITTEE SENSITIVE

We had other things to worry about then to participate in that.

O And ljust have one last question. As you had discussed, and has

been discussed in the lC assessment, the breadth, the intensity, the scope of this

Russian influence campaign in its entirety was unprecedented.

So I am going to ask one question, and would like to know whether your

answer relates to what you thought at the time or in hindsight. Either is useful,

because it would be natural not to notice it. I think now, as you notice, the French

are more cognizant, everybody now, the awareness of everyone now is much

more intense. But there were many active measures, as you noted, beyond

hacking. There was the media. And even that takes several forms.

There are also the Russians, as you know, will try to put people in contact,

obtain access to campaigns, et cetera. Either at the time or now, can you think of

any other event that might have seemed strange at the time but you didn't know,

or maybe makes more sense now that might have fit into that category?

A The only -- I have already mentioned the only thing that really sticks

out in my mind, which was changing the Republican platform with respect to

Ukraine.

O So even at the time that was -- that really sticks?

A Well, again, you know, this is public, we criticized the candidate Trump

for his denigration of NATO, for his association with foreign policy that was

more -- seemed more in line with what President Putin was pursuing than the

bipartisan consensus that occurred in the U.S. But that particular change of the

platform language seemed to come out of nowhere. We made note of it in the

things that -- in the communications that we were putting out from the campaign.

O And when you said you made note of it, after that time, was there
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other Russia-friendly rhetoric or events or anything coming out of the Trump

campaign that struck you as a pattern, or was that a one off in your --

A No, I think that was continuous. And lasted into the administration

I will end it there.

Thank you very much

[Whereupon, at 4:25 p.m., the interview was concluded]
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